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two points that are, in a straight line, only 625 miles apart. The Mississippi receives over fifty rivers which are navigable by steamboats, and hundreds that are navigable by ordinary boats. The area it drains would hold the greater part of Europe, and nearly all of it is fertile. The brings
river
down millions of tons of mud and deposits it near the mouth, where, as there is no tide to sweep it away, it forms a delta.
The water passages through the delta are often shallow - and made dangerous by banks of sand and mud. Before dredgers were used, sailors avoided these dangerous passages and landed on an arm of the Gulf of Mexico at a point where a big bend in the river brings the river and the sea quite close together,
On the bend is New Orleans.    The river at this point is too wide for a bridge and the
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